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Orchestration MUS 596 
 
 
Professor James Anderson 
Office Hours, T/TH 10:00-11:00 and by appointment 
Room. 109, Music Department.  Ext. 4355 
 
Introduction: 
 This course is designed to introduce the student to the practice of instrumentation and 
orchestration.  Class meets T from 1:10-2:00 in Room 109.  In this course we will examine the 
individual instruments that form the orchestra, the four primary instrumental choirs (Strings, 
Woodwinds, Brass, Percussion/Keyboard) and their particular combinations with each other. 
 
Text and Workbook: 
The Study of Orchestration, second edition, by Samuel Adler 
Workbook for The Study of Orchestration, second edition, by Samuel Adler 
 
Grading System: 
Tests        40% 
   4 tests @ 10% each (1 test for each instrumental choir) 
 Orchestration Project      30% 
 Instrument Presentation     10% 
Class Participation, Pop Quizzes and Homework  20% 
 
Class Participation: is expected and noted for final grade consideration. 
 
KEEP A RECORD OF YOUR SCORES AND USE EACH RETURNED TEST AS A 
STUDY GUIDE. 
 
Attendance is mandatory and will be taken regularly.  Missed classes will have an impact on the 
final grade.  Illness will be accepted as an excused absence only if accompanied by a doctor’s 
note.  Missed quizzes and exams will not be made up without prior approval from the instructor. 
 
Note:  Chapter readings are due at the first date assigned for class discussion.  The student will 
be responsible for all the material covered in the book even if it is not presented in class.  The 
student will be responsible for all the material covered in the lecture even if it is not presented in 
the book.  Homework will be assigned in class. 
 
Orchestration Project:  Each student will choose a piece of music (e.g. a piano solo, string 
quartet, piano trio, etc.) to orchestrate for full orchestra.  Proposals should be submitted in 
writing by October 24.  The selection must meet with the approval of the instructor.  Final 
projects will be completed using music notation software, such as Finale or Sibelius. 
 
Instrument Presentation:  Each student will give a 5-10 minute presentation on his/her 
instrument demonstrating various playing techniques and methods of sound production.  
Presentation times will be assigned during the timeframe in which we will be covering the 
relevant material in class. 
 
Academic Integrity:  It is expected that each student shall abide by the honor code of the 
university in regards to this course.  Any discovery of plagiarism, cheating or other undesirable 
behavior is grounds for failing the course, possible suspension and even expulsion from the 
university.  The school policy on academic integrity can be found in the student handbook. 
 
 
 
Tentative Schedule for Fall 2000 
 
Week 1  Sept. 4  Introduction and discussion of course content and goals. 
    STRING FAMILY 
    Bowed String Instruments 
   Chapter 2 
 
Week2  Sept. 11     Chapter 2 (cont.) 
    Individual Bowed String Instruments 
   Chapter 3 
   Chapter 4 
       Chapter 5 
 
Week 3  Sept. 18  Plucked String Instruments 
    Scoring for Strings 
 
Week 4  Sept. 28  String Test 
 
Week 5  Oct 2  WOODWINDS 
    The Woodwind Choir 
       Chapter 6 
    Individual Woodwinds 
       Chapter 7 
 
Week 6  Oct. 9     Chapter 7 (cont.) 
    Scoring for Woodwinds and Woodwind-String Combinations 
       Chapter 8 
 
Week 7  Oct. 16  Woodwind Test 
 
Week 8  Oct. 23  BRASS 
    Introduction to Brass Instruments 
       Chapter 9 
    Orchestration Proposals due in class. 
    Individual Brass Instruments 
       Chapter 10 
 
Week 9  Oct. 30     Chapter 10 (cont.) 
    Scoring for Brass, and Brass Combined with Strings and Winds 
       Chapter 11 
 
Week 10 Nov. 6  Brass Test 
 
Week 11 Nov. 13  PERCUSSION 
    The Percussion Ensemble 
       Chapter 12 
    Keyboard Instruments/ Scoring for Percussion 
       Chapter 13 and 14 
 
Week 12 Nov 20  Percussion Test 
  Nov. 22  No Class Thanksgiving Break 
 
Week 13 Nov. 27  ORCHESTRA 
    Scoring For Orchestra 
       Chapter 15 
 
Week 14 Dec. 4     Chapter 15 (cont.) 
    Individual Meetings on Project 
       Chapter 16 pp 510-544 and Chapter 18 
 
Week 15 Dec. 11  Individual Meetings on Project 
 
Final  Dec. 18  Final Project Due in my office by 12:10 p.m. 
